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OPEN COURSWARE (OCW) 
 
A free and open digital publication of high-quality 
college and university-level educational 
materials.  These materials are organized as courses, 
and often include course planning materials and 
evaluation tools as well as thematic content. 
OpenCourseWare are free and openly licensed, 
accessible to anyone, anytime via the internet. 
Source: www.oeconsortium.org/faq/what-is-open-courseware 
 
Types of OCW: 
 
1. Web publications of course content. 
 
2. Open Courses: Online courses aimed at 







Supplemental, or ancillary, Open Educational 
Resource materials can include lecture notes, lesson 
plans, PowerPoint presentations, assignments, and 






These materials are often created to supplement a 






Be sure to look for and abide by Creative 
Commons Licenses set by content creators: 
 
 
 CC-BY   
Attribution - This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, 
and build upon your work, even commercially, as long as they 
credit you for the original creation. This is the most 
accommodating of licenses offered, in terms of what others can do 
with your works licensed under Attribution. 
 
  CC-BY-SA 
Attribution Share Alike - This license lets others remix, 
tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial reasons, as 
long as they credit you and license their new creations under the 
identical terms. This license is often compared to open source 
software licenses. All new works based on yours will carry the 
same license, so any derivatives will also allow commercial use. 
 
  CC-BY-ND 
Attribution No Derivatives - This license allows for 
redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is 
passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you. 
 
  CC-BY-NC 
Attribution Non-Commercial – This license lets others 
remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and 
although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-
commercial, they don’t have to license their derivative works on 
the same terms. 
 
  CC-BY-NC-SA 
Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike - This 
license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-
commercially, as long as they credit you and license their new 
creations under the identical terms. Others can download and 
redistribute your work just like the by-nc-nd license, but they can 
also translate, make remixes, and produce new stories based on 
your work. All new work based on yours will carry the same 
license, so any derivatives will also be non-commercial in nature. 
 
  CC-BY-NC-ND 
Attribution Non-Commercial No Derivatives - This 




Please also look for and abide by any Terms and 













Yang Wu  
Open Resources Librarian,  
Clemson Libraries, 
ywu9@Clemson.edu 





OF COURSE CONTENT: 
 
 
BC Campus SOL*R (Canadian) – 
solr.bccampus.ca/wp 
 
Delft University of Technology Open 
Courseware (Dutch) – ocw.tudelft.nl 
 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School 
OpenCourseWare Project – ocw.jhsph.edu 
 
MIT OpenCourseWare – 
ocw.mit.edu/index.htm 
 
Nagoya University OpenCourseWare 
(Japanese) – ocw.nagoya-u.jp 
 
Open.Michigan – open.umich.edu 
 
Open University of Hong Kong – 
freecourseware.ouhk.edu.hk 
 
Open Yale Courses – oyc.yale.edu 
 
Stanford Engineering Everywhere (SEE) – 
see.stanford.edu 
 
Washington State Open Course Library 







Coursera – coursera.org 
 
FutureLearn (UK) – futurelearn.com 
 
edX – edx.org 
 
Khan Academy – khanacademy.org 
 
Lumen Learning – 
lumenlearning.com/courses 
 
OpenLearn (UK) – open.edu/openlearn 
 
Saylor Foundation – saylor.org 
 
 
OCW SEARCH ENGINES 
 
 
Academic Earth – academicearth.org 
 
Class Central – class-central.com  
 
Open Education Consortium Course Search 
– oeconsortium.org/courses 
 










Community of Online Research Assignments –
projectcora.org 
 
Galileo Open Learning Materials – 
oer.galileo.usg.edu/communities.html 
 
LibreTexts – libretexts.org 
 
Merlot – merlot.org 
 
OpenStax CNX – cnx.org 
 
Skills Commons (Workforce training materials) –
skillscommons.org 
 




Chemcollective – chemcollective.org 
 
Digital Public Library of America – dp.la 
 
Explained Visually (Math) – setosa.io/ev 
 
HHMI (Biology) – hhmi.org/biointeractive 
 
PhET (Math and Sciences) – phet.colorado.edu 
 
Project Gutenberg – gutenberg.org 
 
NanoHUB – nanohub.org 
 
Standard Books – standardebooks.org/ebooks 
 
   
 
